
DESIGNED TO PROMOTE AND SUPPORT WOMEN IN BUSINESS AND 
THEIR PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES.

A LETTER FROM THE WLN PRESIDENT

Be Merry
Our theme this month is Be Merry.  We took out the, eat and drink part 
of the traditional quote to be sure that we focus not on the calories, but 
on the special things that make us smile and enjoy life.  There is great 
meaning behind the quote, “Eat, Drink & Be Merry”. It reminds us that 
life is short and that we need to relish in the many blessings we have 
and not darken our souls with negativity, stress or daily annoyances.  
As busy women responsible for coordinating many of the traditions 
of this holiday season we may need a reminder to take the time to be 
merry and take the time to relish the good things in life.

One of the great things in life is friendships and making new 
connections.  WLN purposely planned a meeting this month to be 
sure we focused on being merry and strengthening those connections 
with our members.  There is great need for reviving the spirit with fun 
fellowship and we did that on December 9th at our monthly meeting.  
The WLN members who attended circled the room asking fun, random 
questions to get to know each other better.  We heard lots of laughter 
about the fictional character we all wish we were, the inspiring ideas 
of who someone would want to have as a mentor and the most hated 

chore around the house!  All of the interactions caused 
us all to reflect on fun, personal and professional things 
about ourselves and share them with someone in our WLN 
network.  These meaningful connections are at the core of 
WLN’s mission.  We hope to provide experiences for you that 
leave you feeling empowered, feeling connected for the next 
opportunity and feeling support that there are other women 
leaders out there facing the same challenges both personally 
and professionally! 

Be Merry,

President, Dubuque Women’s Leadership Network
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- MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL -
Renewal time for WLN is January 1, 2015. 

Renew your membership online by clicking here.

Check online for NEW membership options from all inclusive to Corporate Packages
Please contact Jennifer Mond, Membership Director, with any questions: Jennifer.Mond@cesco.com

Share your news! E-mail new positions, promotions, engagements, weddings, baby news, etc. to info@dubuquewln.org

http://dubuquewln.org/application.html


Sign up your foursome for a great 
day of 18 holes of ice golf!  

Mid-Town Marina, East DBQ, IL 

Prizes for best sled and costumes. 

Silent Auction and Polar Plunge 

Sign up today at  

www.stmarkyouthenrichment.org  

2/7/2014 
Shot Gun Start: 10AM 

Registration: 8 AM 

 For more information please contact: Beth McGorry  
bmcgorry@stmarkyouthenrichment.org (563) 582-6211 Ext. 110 

 

CONNECTIONS

REGISTER NOW
JANUARY LUNCHEON

Date: Tuesday, January 27, 2015
Time: 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Location: Grand River Center
Topic: Be Fearless: Don’t Be Afraid of Risk Taking
Menu: Chicken with Reisling Sauce, Rice Pilaf, 
Salad, Chef Choice Dessert
Cost: $12 for members and $15 for guests and late 
RSVP: Noon, Friday, January 23 (There is a $3 ad-
ditional fee for registrering after this time so be sure 
to register early!) Use the online registration form at 
www.dubuquewln.org. 

NETWORKING EVENT 
Testimonial - Sonja Harris

Share your news! E-mail new positions, promotions, engagements, weddings, baby news, etc. to info@dubuquewln.org

I truly enjoyed both WLN Networking 
events. The experience was fun and I met 
new members each time, which is my rea-
son for attending. The format made conver-
sation fun and I learned so much about my 
fellow members. I would highly recommend 
being a part of the next event; it’s a great 
way to finish off the work day!

- Sonja Harris, Hotel Julien Dubuque

Two Options To Choose From
Meeting Date: 1st Thursday of the Month

Morning Session 7:30 a.m
 Afternoon session. 5:30 p.m.

Justine Bemis (jbemis@americantrust.com)
Lisa Schaefer (schaeferl@nicc.edu)

The first Connections series has completed 
and a new series will start in January.

If you’d like to take part in the next 
connections group please contact:

http://www.dubuquewln.org/


P.O. Box 1334, Dubuque, Iowa 52004-1334

President
Lisa Bowers, American Trust
lbowers@americantrust.com

President-Elect
Kim Budde, Kunkel & Associates
kim.budde@kunkel-inc.com

Past-President
Nicole Pfeiffer, Cottingham & Butler
nicolejpfeiffer@gmail.com

Secretary
Kelly Cooper,
Dubuque Area Labor Management Council
kellycooper@dalmc.net

Treasurer
Sue Wichmann, AccounTax Solutions LLC
swichmann@ataxs.com

Communications
Kathy Klauer, Holy Family Catholic Schools
kklauer@holyfamilydbq.org

Membership
Jennifer Mond, Crescent Electric Supply Co.
Jennifer.Mond@cesco.com

Programming
Katie Kenne, Dubuque Fighting Saints
kkenne@dubuquefightingsaints.com

Special Events
Chelsea Ellingson, March of Dimes
cellingson@marchofdimes.com

Member-at-Large
Stacey Hines, American Trust
shines@americantrust.com

Mentorship Co-Director
Justine Bemis, American Trust
jbemis@americantrust.com

Mentorship Co-Director
Lisa Schaefer,
Business & Organizational Development
shinewithschaefer@gmail.com

Happy Holidays
FROM YOUR WLN BOARD

DUBUQUE
LUNCHEON RECAP November
At our November luncheon, we had the opportunity to learn from Kari McCann, 
Director of Philanthropic and Nonprofit Partnerships at the Community Founda-
tion of Greater Dubuque, about what board and committee members can provide 
nonprofit organizations. She shared why being on a board is important for you 
both personally and professionally, and how important boards are for non-profits. 

Kari also spoke on what the roles and responsibilities are to be on a board. 
1. Lead Strategically
2. Ensure Financial Stability
3. Ensure Fundraising Resources
4. Be an Ambassador
5. Supervise & Support the Executive Director
6. Ensure Healthy Governance

Following the presentation we met with local non-profits to practice asking ques-
tions on how to identify board service opportunities that are right for each of us.

BREAKFAST RECAP December
We enjoyed the spirit of 
the holidays by sharing a 
delicious breakfast togeth-
er at the Dubuque Golf 
and Country Club.  We 
learned more about one 
another and ourselves by 
moving around the room 
and asking and answering 
different questions each 
member chose off a fun 
list provided by Chelsea.  It was a great way to have 

a new conversation with 
each member throughout 
the room.  It was an enter-
taining way to kick off the 
holidays.  Additionally, it was 
nice to get a fun bracelet as 
the member gift from WLN!


