
DESIGNED TO PROMOTE AND SUPPORT WOMEN IN BUSINESS AND 
THEIR PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES.

A LETTER FROM THE WLN PRESIDENT

Thank You To My Superheroes
The women of achievement awards ceremony is such a 
motivational charge for me.  If you’ve heard me say it once, 
you’ve probably heard me say it one hundred times.  It is by far 
my most favorite event.  

The Women of Achievement Awards celebrate women who have 
excelled, not only in their personal or professional lives, but as 
leaders and role models for women through-out our community.  
It once again proved there is a story for everyone.  No matter 
what your given situation –  there is a story we can all relate to or 
walk away being inspired by.

While many women come from different industries, they share 
several traits; a strong sense of self, a success driven work ethic 
and the extraordinary accomplishments to show for it.  Their 
commitment, vision and talents make them true leaders in their 
chosen fields.

All of our award winners and nominees have left a profound 
impression on me and in the lives of others.  This entire event 
causes me to reflect on so many positive aspects of being part of 
the Women’s Leadership Network.  I am thankful for this journey 
and the amount of extraordinary talent I am surrounded by 
whether it’s a luncheon or special event.

I was blessed with the opportunity to work with the women that 
work tirelessly to ensure the women of achievement awards goes 
off without a hitch.  From the nomination process, registration 
process, script writing, marketing, decorating….(you get my 

point), it’s a lot of time and talent that is invested into 
making it a successful night.  Thank you again to our board 
members, committee members, the nominators, attendees 
and of course to all our nominees and award winners.

I will leave you with a special quote: “The women whom I 
love and admire for their strength and grace did not get that 
way because things worked out.  They got there because 
things went wrong, and then handled it in a thousand 
different ways on a thousand different days, but they 
handled it. Those women are my superheroes.”

Thanks for being my superheroes.  Looking forward to 
seeing you at the next luncheon 
scheduled for May 24th and learning 
about tools to achieve the proper work-
life balance!

Kim Budde

President, Dubuque Women’s Leadership Network
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A New and Improved dubuquewln.org!
Please take time to explore our new website. The content remains generally the same, but we were able to simplify the information and pages. If you 
recall from an earlier communication, registration for luncheons, networking events and conferences will all take place via the website. Additionally, 
WLN enrollment and renewals will all happen through the website as well. We appreciate your patience with our old website, patience in inevitable 
errors as we work through the new website, and support in our attempt to go green and accepting all payments online. We hope you enjoy it!

http://www.dubuquewln.org/


1. Tell us about your family and social life.
I am married to my husband John Jaeger who works in 
Quality Assurance at Bodine Electric. Between the two 
of us we have a 19 year old son Jacob who is finishing 
up his freshman year of college at Northern Illinois 
University, my daughter Charlee who is 6 years old in 
first grade at Table Mound and in gymnastics, and our 
little boy Jax who will be 2 in June who definitely keeps 
us on our toes. We are very blessed to have great family 
and friends. We enjoy anything outdoors such as going 

to sporting events, camping, boating, and going on motorcycle rides. Last year 
I ran in both the Chicago and Des Moines half marathons, and am hoping to get 
another half marathon in this year. We have a busy summer planned as we are in 
the process of building a house. I love the Dubuque area as a place to work and 
raise my family and couldn’t imagine myself anywhere else.

2. Where do you work and what do you do there?
I am a nurse case manager at Kunkel and Associates. I am in charge of reviewing 
and authorizing services for members with self-funded health plans. The part 
of my job that I love the most is that I also get to provide guidance and assist 
members with any complex health issues (i.e. cancer). I keep in close touch with 
them and help assure that whatever they are going through, that it goes as smooth 
as it possibly can, and that they also receive the best possible care that they can. I 
feel very fortunate that members let me be part of their journey, and that I am able 
to help them through some tough times/decisions. The strength and courage that 
these members portray is truly inspiring.

3. What did you enjoy most about the March luncheon? 
The chair yoga was great. It is crazy how “heavy” stress can be on your body and 
how much it can affect you not only in your work day but at home as well. Doing 
some quick and easy chair yoga exercises is the perfect way to de-stress and 
relax.

4. Who is a woman that has inspired you and why.
Ann Butzier. I met her when she hired me at a previous job as a nurse case 
manager. Not only is she intelligent and knowledgeable, but she is also extremely 
caring, companionate, and sincere. In the health industry today there are many 
individuals who are intelligent and knowledgeable, but to truly feel their care and 
compassion is harder to find. She has a smile and presence that just lights up a 
room, and if you are ever discussing something with her you truly feel like you are 
being genuinely listened to. The most important lesson I have learned from Ann is 
that regardless of what life throw at you, not to let that define you, but rather you 
learn and grow from it, and come out even stronger on the other end.

Nurse Case Manager I Kunkel & Associates
becky.jaeger@kunkel-inc.com

MEET A MEMBER:
Becky Jaeger

The 9th Annual Women of Achievement Awards banquet was another huge success. This year we received more than 47 nominations recognizing 37 women. Thank 
you to the following business table sponsors: American Trust & Savings Bank, Cottingham & Butler, Dupaco Community Credit Union, DuTrac Community Credit 
Union, Hills & Dales, Honkamp Krueger, Hotel Julien Dubuque, Kunkel & Associates, Namaste Athleisure Wear, Opening Doors, Prudential Financial, Resources 
Unite!, Selser Schaefer Architects, St. Mark Youth Enrichment, Telegraph Herald and WLN. And a special thanks to the more than 200 attendees who joined us and 
supported women throughout our community. 

• Achievement in Her Field: Trina Murray, Scentsy
• Achievement in Her Field: Chris Kohlmann, City of Dubuque
• Organizational Impact: Lori McKinley, ECIA
• Organizational Impact: Sharon Covey, Dubuque Community YMCA/YWCA
• Growth & Accomplishments in Personal Life: Linda Ginter
• Growth & Accomplishments in Personal Life: Penney Hilkin, Honkamp Krueger
• Service & Support of Community: Michelle Brown, Opening Doors
• Service & Support of Community: Michelle Ariss, DuTrac Community Credit Union
• Unsung Champion: Kari Bahl, Resources Unite!
• Unsung Champion: Mandy Halbur, Prudential Financial
• Up & Coming Leader: Paula Ervolino, Dupaco Community Credit Union
• Up & Coming Leader: Emily McCready, Selser Schaefer Architects

The Women of Achievement Awards ceremony was designed to recognize and honor women who have already, or aspire to, provide significant contributions in their 
professional, personal and volunteer roles in the community as evidenced by contributions to addressing significant issues, being a positive influence in the com-
munity, applying creativity or innovation in solving problems, overcoming challenges, mentoring colleagues or other, and sustaining a record of accomplishments in 
and contributions to her field. 

Photos from the event will be posted at dubuquewln.org.

9th Annual Women of Achievement Awards Recap

MAY LUNCHEON
Date: May 24, 2016

Time: 11:30 – 1:00

Topic Title: Lead Yourself First…With Balance

Presenter: Jennifer Zach

Location: Holiday Inn

Menu: Traditional Lasagna, steamed vegetables, garlic breadsticks, 
chef’s choice dessert.

Cost: $15 Members, $20 Guests

RSVP: Noon, Friday, May 20
Click Here to register today!

REGISTER NOW

Monday, June 20, 2016
Lacoma Golf Course

Click Here to register today!

SAVE THE
DATE

JUNE GOLF OUTING

Back row: (Left to Right) Linda Ginter, Michelle Ariss,
Lori McKinley, Trina Murray, Mandy Halbur,
Sharon Covey and Chris Kohlmann

Front row: (Left to Right) Penney Hilkin, Emily McCready,
Michelle Brown, Kari Bahl, Paula Ervolino

http://www.dubuquewln.org
http://www.dubuquewln.org/#!events/ctws
http://www.dubuquewln.org/#!events/ctws


P.O. Box 1334, Dubuque, Iowa 52004-1334

President
Kim Budde, Kunkel & Associates
kim.budde@kunkel-inc.com

President-Elect
Lisa Schaefer,
Business & Organizational Development
shinewithschaefer@gmail.com

Past-President
Lisa Bowers, Dupaco
lbowers@dupaco.com

Secretary
Kelly Cooper,
Dubuque Area Labor Management Council
kellycooper@dalmc.net

Treasurer
Stephanie Giese, 
Giese Co.
stephanie@gieseco.com 

Communications
Kathy Klauer, Holy Family Catholic Schools
kklauer@holyfamilydbq.org

Membership
Jennifer Mond, Platinum Insurance
JenniferMond@gmail.com

Programming
Katie Kenne, Dubuque Fighting Saints
kkenne@dubuquefightingsaints.com

Special Events
Chelsea Ellingson
ellingson.c@gmail.com

Member-at-Large
Stacey Hines, American Trust
shines@americantrust.com

Connections
Justine Bemis, American Trust
jbemis@americantrust.com

Showcase your business or volunteer opportunites at a monthly luncheon. Open dates are available!
There will be a max of 2 booths per luncheon and are on a first call first served basis. 

LUNCHEON BOOTH SPOTLIGHTS

Please send your booth request to Katie Kenne at: kkenne@DubuqueFightingSaints.com

Welcome New Members:
Heidi Adams - Periwinkle Wellness/Melaleuca
Jo Ames - American Trust
Tiffany Beltran - Belstar Media Inc.
Christine Bochniak - Fourge Social
Karla Francis - RSM US
Jenny Harrington - A.Y. McDonald 
Jolene Kohlenberg - A.Y. McDonald 
Heather Lincoln - Prudential
Susan Meyers - St. Elizabeth Pastorate and Seton Catholic School

Sue Port - American Trust
Laura Rannals - A.Y. McDonald 
Erin Rauen - A.Y. McDonald 
Christina Rodriguez - Platinum Supplemental Insurance
Witney Sanger - Dubuque Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
Jane Weinschenk - Rodan and Fields Skincare
Dana Weitz - Shalom Spirituality Center
Suzanne Wright - Grand Harbor Resort

DUBUQUE

CONNECT WITH US:
Contact a Board Member or Follow Us Online

https://www.linkedin.com/grp/home?gid=2478330
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Womens-Leadership-Network-of-Dubuque

